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MINISTER FOR MINES AND PETROLEUM — OVERSEAS TRADE AND INVESTMENT VISIT 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [2.07 pm]: I recently undertook a 
10-day tour of Singapore, South Korea and China to promote Western Australia’s interests overseas and bolster 
relationships with several of our leading resources trading and investment partners. I visited Hong Kong and 
Japan last year for the same purpose. Firstly, I express my gratitude to the officers of Western Australia’s 
overseas network in Singapore, Seoul and Shanghai. Their tireless efforts in coordinating my trip are very much 
appreciated. I also thank the Australian Ambassador to the Republic of Korea, His Excellency Bill Paterson, for 
hosting an event in Seoul that attracted some big investors in the Korean resources scene. 

In Singapore, I gave a keynote address at the Asian Mining Congress followed by one-on-one meetings with 
potential liquefied natural gas and petroleum investors and potential resource services suppliers. I was pleased to 
encounter a lot of interest in Western Australia at these events. I then led a delegation of nine Perth-based 
industry and resource research leaders to Seoul where I opened the Western Australia–Korea Energy and 
Resources—WAKER—Forum, the third such event and the first to be held in Korea. The purpose of WAKER is 
to enhance and develop bilateral cooperation in energy and mineral resources and associated infrastructure and 
investment opportunities between Western Australia and South Korea. After my speech, I had meetings with 
major Korean investors and purchasers of our resources, including Posco and Hyundai. The engineer in me was 
particularly thrilled to be able to visit Samsung Heavy Industries’ shipyard near Busan, which is building the 
giant Shell Prelude floating LNG vessel that will process natural gas from the Browse Basin. 

In China, my initial meetings were with existing and potential mineral investors in Shandong Province, one of 
China’s most prosperous. There, I received positive feedback from some existing investors who have now settled 
into our state’s exploration and mining scene. In Beijing I met with Mr Wang Min, who had previously visited 
me in Perth, and Dr Zhong Ziran, both vice ministers for land and resources. We discussed a range of issues 
including the possibility of increased geoscientific cooperation between Western Australia and China over 
techniques to assist three-dimensional visualisation of geology at depth under surficial cover. Given that Perth 
hosts several leaders in this field, I gave this proposal my support. 

I am glad to have had the opportunity to work actively towards attracting new investment in Western Australia’s 
resources industry as well as fostering existing relationships. I believe that this is particularly important at this 
time of depressed exploration activity and low commodity prices and I am pleased to report that, from my 
experience, there is still considerable interest in investing in Western Australia. 
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